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Legislative Council,
Tuesday. 17th August, 1937,

TaGE
Address-ic-reply, fourth day ... - 83

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-ni., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.
Debate resumed from the 11th Auvgust.

HON, ¢. BE. WITTENOOM (South-East)
{4.35): I listened very carefully to the
Lieut.-Governor's Speech at the opening of
Parlinment. I have only a few remarks to
make on the mofion before the Chair, and T
intend to confine them to the subject matter
of the Speech as far as T ean. Quite & num-
ber of Bills were mentioned and, judging
from Llhe short fitles, most of them will he
weleotzed and, so far as I ecan see, will not
require any great amount of explanation.
A number of industrial measures are in-
¢lnded, and althongh one or two speakers
have indicated that those Bills might receive
reurh handling in this TTouse, I for my part
am prepared to assure the two representa-
tives of the Government of my support
provided those Bills are not likely to eause
any harm to the State or operate against its
best interests.  On the other hand, T mast
refer to Clanses 11 and, I think, 33 of the
tender forms for Government contraets that
liive recently been sent out. Any opposition
that T ean offer to Bills adopting this form
will he given. I cannot understand how a
Labour Government, with a reputation for
being level-headed, could possibly introduce
such contraet forms. If a provision of
that kind appears in any of the industrial
measures to be introduced by the Govern-
ment, it wil] receive my strongest opposition.
I consider that the inclusion of such a pro-
vision in the tender forms to be a most
retrograde step that will do tremendous
harm to the State and prevent the inflow of
capital from other countries.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Have you not got
it in regard to the Albany Woollen Mills?

Hon. €. H. WITTENOOM: I am not
referring to any particular industry. T have
seen the tender forms, and I consider the
provision is wrong.

[5]

Hon. J. Corneil: It is not only wrong; it
is immoral.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Hear, bear!

Hon, ¢. H. WITTENQOM: In the early
part of the Speech reference is made to the
deficit, which is attributed partly to the
drought and partly to the unexpected reduc-
tion of the Federal grant by £300,000. The
dronght is one of the worst ever experienced
in this State. I believe that in 1801 a severe
drought oceurred in parts of the State,
probably even worse than the present one,
but this drought has extended from the
north to the south. I question whether the
oldest member in the House ean recall a time
when sheep stations have been completely
dennded of stoek as have some of the sta-
tions in the Murchison distriet this year.
The reduction of the Federal grant was an
unexpected blow to the State, but apart
from the drought, and taking things all
round, conditions have improved. The de-
pression is passing away, though it has not
vet entirely gone. Business has improved;
the wwmount of money flowing into the
Treasury is large, and it is hard to under-
stand why the expenditure for the financia!
vear just closed should have excecded the
revenue by £400,000. The Lieut.-Governor’s
Speech alludes to an investigation regarding
certain bridges which, T take it, relates to the
two at Fremantle. If experts state that
cither the traffic bridge ar the railway bridge
at Fremantle is dangerous and unfit for
further uvse, or too costly to maintain, the
Government have a right to veplace it. On
the other hand, if the Government intend to
improve the bridges merely to provide work
for unemployed, 1 say it is no time to under-
take unnecessary publie works, especially in
view of the predicoment in whieh so many
seetions of the community find themselves
to-day. The financial position of the State
is not at all satisfactory, and T am surprised
that so much money has been spent in the
metropolitan area. I do not say that good
value has not been obtained for the money.
The result has heen to improve the appear-
ance of the eity considerably. Tt must be a
great advertisement for the State when
visitors find what a beantiful place Perth is.

Hon, C. B. Williams: As vet it is not
nearly as nice as Albany.

Hon, C. H. WITTENOOM: Naturally it
is not. The architects should be congratu-
lated upon the wonderful improvement
which, through their designs, has been effec-
ted to the apprarance of the city. The Chief
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Secretary, in speaking last week, commented
on the large amount of money spent in the
country as compared with the amount spent
in the e¢ity. 1 admit that a large sum has
been spent in the country, but I consider
that a great deal more chould have been
spent in the eountry hecanse the prosperity

of the towns depends upon the prosperity of

the people in the conntry. Large sums have
heen expended on the construetion and main-
tenance of the harbours at the ports of
Geraldton, Bunbury and Fremantle. I hope
that the work at those ports has heen fin-
ished, and that any money availabie in
future for harhour works will be utilised at
the port of Albany heeause there has not
been an item of expenditure there for some
vears, Reference is made in the Specch lo
agricuitvral water sapplies. The money de-
voted to snch werk in my provinee has beon
woll spent. The work has been done satis-
fuctorily and the people are fairly well satis-
fiesl.  During the current xear, however, the
engine:srs should he asked to report on the
provision of a vomprehensive scheme for
towns along the Great Southern Railway.
With the exeeption of .Albany and Wagin,
the water supphes of many of the southern
towns are in a dreadfnl state, partieularly
towards= the end of the summer. At Katan-
ning. tor instanee, efforts have been made Yo
et water by means of wells or eateliments,
hut cither there is too little water, or else it
is salt. The earting of water for railway use
has involved heavy expenditure. This is re-
ferred to in the Speech as one of the causes
of the los¢ sustained during the yvear. That
los<, however. is small in comparison with
the luss to farmers who have to eart water
from the neavest town to their farms, or
mun their stork long distanees to get it to
water. A ~uggestion has been made that
water shoundd e supplied to those towns
from the Stivling Range, from the Harvey
dam, or from Mundaring Weir. To deter-
mine the tea-ihility of any one of those
schemes s a matter for engineers, not for
us. The Speerh makes menfion of the Can-
ning dam. TUndoubtedly the c¢hief city of
the State should have a goed water supply;
everybody expeets that. There is a tremen-
douns eatehment mentioned in the Speech,
but I hope that when the dam is filled it will
end the periodieal shortages of water and
cutting-off of water in the metropolitan
area. However, the work should be done
economically and well, and the place should

not be kept for unemployables and susten-
anee men. Now 1 wish to make a few ve-
marks concerning the group seftlements, be-
ciuse things on those groups cannof continue
as they are. My remarks will vefer move
particnlarly to the Denmark group settle-
ment, which is in my provinee, lying
chietly hetween Denmark and Nornalup In-
let. [ have been on other groups, but most
of my experience has been gathered at Den-
murk. I have been told that Denmark is the
most prospevous group of all hut I am
afraid that 1% not saxing much in favour of
the groups generally. I mention that aspeet,
however, beeavse I do not want hon, mem-
bers to think I have picked out the worst
group.  On the contrary, [ helieve T have
picked out the hest. T do not speak haphaz-
ardly, because | am in the Denmark country
a great deal, in company with Mr, Hill, Mr.
Piesse and My, Thomson, Generally speaking,
the position on that group is most nnsatis-
factory. We saw kiddies with hardly any
clothing, and men and women in pretty
mneh the saine state, being dressed in any-
thing they ean get holl of.  The sight is
pitiable, and further, the people of the Den-
mavk groups have unsuitabie food. On
farms one sxpeets to sece butier, milk and
that =ovt of thing; but I have often heen
impelled o sk Denmark settlers, “What do
vou people do for meat!”  The veply i,
“Oecasionally we get a ealf, but we are often
short.,”  One cannot live on milk and butter,
howoever, aml one wants meat often. T am
alraid these people do not get it.  With
many of the settlers it is almiost a hare exist-
ence at Demuark, and not living. T have in
mind people who have been at Denmark for
a long time, Perhaps some of them may he
part of the oviginal settlers who eame ount
from Tngland and landed at Albany, and
possibly never visited Perth. Hon. members
know what the position is. People are
put on the farms, and a certain num-
ber of aeres are eleared, and s errtain
number not cleared.  There are suitable
houses on the blocks, and those houses
are maintained according to the capabili-
ties of the wife—of course the danghter
has to help. All these groups are under
subterrancan clover, and in some cases it
is a ruestion whether that is the best thing
to be done. However, they are practically
all wnder subterranean elover now, I do
not know whether vou, Mz, President, have
ever heen on the Denmark group; but I am
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sure that if yon went on that group, bear-
ing in mind that it has been in existenece
for over 12 years and that several millions
of pounds have been spent on it, the first
question yon would ask would be, ‘*Where
has all the money gone? Why is there not
more land cleared, and more under
clover?’’ I have often asked myself those
questions, but have not been able to answer
them. The position indieates bad manage-
ment and bad supervision. Moreover, the
labour put on the land there is not the
best kind of labour. Rainfall at Denmark
is over 40 inches annually, and it continues
for a long period of the year. Further
west and north that is not the case. Pos-
sibly the rain period on the Denmark group
is the longest to be found anywhere in Aus-
tralin, but unfortunately the Denmark sub-
soil does not seem to held the moisture
long. Dry periods are experienced occa-
sionally, with warm days; and then the
grass seems to lose its food valne, One
reason for this is that the country is over-
stocked. Settlers seem to consider that
they eannot live on their farms with fewer
than 20 eows. Very few of them have 20
cows, but they try to get up to that num-
ber, which the farms will not earry. Some
of the farms have swamps and others have
running ecreeks, thus being placed in a bet-
ter position. Most of the settlers have to
feed their eows for the greater part of the
vear., The rains come early, before June;
but there is nothing in the way of feed
until the season gets on a bit. The set-
tlers have to feed their eows on hay and
ensilage and anything else they can con-
serve, A farmer has many expenses. There
is some machinery to maintain. Certain
coneentrates must be bought or there will
he no milk. The farmer has to maintain
his family and pay interest. As T said
hefore, he generally over-stocks his conn-
trv in order to do this, and the result is
a poor lot of cows, One does not see too
many ¢ows in  good eondition on the
groups. Onece or twice a week the cream
is sent to Denmark, and onee during every
month the settler’s account is made up, and
interest is dedueted. Sometimes the intev-
est amounts to just about as muoch as the
credit for eream. Occasionally settlers get
so little ont of their eream cheque that I
hesitate to give the fizures, as I very much
doubt whether hon. members would believe
me. Some of the settlers are living on £1
a month, father and mother and several

ehildven. How they do it I do not know.
It is a wonder. I have seen the monthly
cheyue down to almost nothing, and I have
asked the people concerned, ‘‘What have
you been living on during the month?”’
Tt appears that they get a little help from
neighbours, but goodness knows how they
do live. The childvren are often sickly,
being obviously under-niourished, After
interest has been deduected, the eream
cheque is very small indeed. To run a
farm one must have some sort of labour,
but these settlers cannot afford to cmploy
it. Most of the sons are not preparcd
to stay on the group after they reach the
age 'of 21. They go away to look for
luerative labour. On the other hand, some
of the sons stay and take up abandoned
farms, perhaps adjoining the property of
the parents; but again it is a case of exist-
ing and not of living. Last February I
went through the Denmark group from
Nornalup to Albany with the Common-
wealth Grants Commission. Never in all
my life have I seen things so bad as they
were at that time. During that February,
before the fires, I could not see anything
on the farms at all. The eattle were just
living on the hay stacks. What the settlers
themselves were living on is a matter for
surmise. I kuow that the members of the
Grants Commission were astonished and in
this morning’s newspaper I notice that
the Commission have condemned the land
of the groups, perhaps unfairly. About
three months ago I received a request from
a settler to go out and see him. I went
ount with Mr. Piesse, The settler’s farm
has no swamp., We found about 11 eows
there Dbeing fed from the stack. There
was no pasture whatever—no grass, Neither
were there any vegetables to assist in main-

taining the settler and his ' family.
I was ecurious to know -what they
did exist on. I asked the settler,
“How mueh millk are you getting

from those 11 cows?’ His reply was, “Four
gallons.” T was astonished, and I debated
in my mind whether I should ask the next
obvious question. I decided to be the mug,
and ask it. He said, “I get four gallons
from all those cows.” What on earth is that

man doing? He had a wife and three
danghters.
Hon. H. V. Piesse: A son and two
danghters.

Houn. C. H. WITTENOOM: It is a
puzzle what those people were living on.
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The cows on the place were eceriginly not
good eows.

Hon. A, Thomson: They were cows sup-
plied by the Departmment of Agriculture.

Hon. C. H. WITTENXOOQOM: They were
ahsolutely starved.

Hon. J. Cornell: Woere they worse cows
than Sir James Mitchell’s?

Hon. €. H. WITTEXOQOM: They must
have been very bad eows, because a month
afterwards they were culled out and six
more cows given to the settler.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: They were s0ld for
23s. per head.

Hon. C. H. WITTEXOQOM: Anvway, Mr.
Piesse and I had a talk with the man, who
expressed himself as anxious and keen to
stop on the plaec if only he was given a
chanee. Later on we spoke with the wife,
and her attitude was very much the reverse.
She was anxious to get off the group as fast
as possible and take her children with her,
I fail to see that anvone conld have had =z
chance on that farm. That is my opinion
as the result of & two hours’ inspection.
Generally speaking, when one goes over a
group, one is apt to see only the bad places.
I acknowledge that but honeourable members
must be aware that large numhers of settlers
have walked off. To be convineed of that,
one need only go through a group and see
the empty houses. Some of the settlers on
the groups say, “We will go off as quickly
as we can if only we can get a discharge
of our liabilities.” Apparently some of them
think that if they left the aroups and won a
Tattersall’s sweep, the money would be taken
from them for their back liabilities. Not a
man I eame aeross spoke of having any
hope of docreasing the prineipal. The
settlers only spoke about heing unable to
pay their interest. They said that if certsin
things could he done, thev would be able to
remain on the groups. If the interest could
be reduced from 5 per eent. to 3 per cent,,
they said, they could make a do of it, par-
ticularly if they did not have to bother
about the prineipal for a long time. The
suggestion is now made that no prinecipal
should be asked for some years and after
that, repayment should be spread over a
greater number of years. For a long time
the appointment of an appeal board has
been sought. That is a very practical sug-
gestion and T think it would work very well.
Somebody is needed who could wateh the
settlers very closely and an appeal board

could easily ohserve their conditions. The
scttlers also seek more freedom. They com-
plain a great deal about the fact that they
are controlled by group forcmen and super-
visers. Some of thom want to be linked up
with abandoned farms, but the settlers are
men without capital and whether they could
manage their properties any better if the
area were increased, I do not know. They
wonld probably be worse off than at
present. It might appear from my re-
marks that I am running the group settle-
ments down. I do not want members to
think that there is no hope in this Denmark
district. I do not wish to infer that in the
slightest, If the settlers only possessed a
little eapital they counld build up goed farms.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Ts there no trouble
with wasting disease therc?

Hon. €, H. WITTENOQQOM : They have a
cure for that now and not mueh is heaxd
about wasting disease, which has, neverthe-
less, cansed a tremendous loss in the past.
Through the very careful experiments car-
ried out, however, a cure has been found.
Remedies were in existence previously, but
they were too expensive, What I am leading
up to is that in view of the lack of eapital
possessed by these men the Government
should give them more assistance than they
are getting at present. We must not forget
that thev are hopelessly loaded with debt.
Their debts have been reduced two or three
times, but ave still too heavy for them. It
should be remembered that the settlers are
men who started with practically no experi-
ence; men who eame from England lacking
cxperience and with no private eapital. I
hope now that abandoned land is being
placed in the hands of a firm to sell, that
some of it will be sold to people with eapital
—if not fo men in Western Australia, then
to people from the Eastern States who pos-
sess capital—so that we may see whether &
suceess cannot be made of farming in this
area. I am sure that something ecan be done
with the land. That suecess is possible has
heen proved by a number of brothers named
Bailey who arve on the groups now. They
have a small arvea amongst a number of
them, but they earry a fremendous lot of
stock.

Hon. J, Cornell: What about Redmond
who went there about 30 years ago?

Hon. C. H. WITTEXOQM: He may have
started with some capital and he had seme
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sons who went to the Murchison shearing,
and made some money.

Hon. J. Cornell: Redmond had very little
when he went there.

Hon. C, HL WITTENOOM: But then he
had a very useful family to help him. He
is not a Denmark settler; he is what is
called one of the old settlers. He is not a
zroup scttler, but certainly he has made a
snecess.  He has a number of well-bred cows
and a property that is well looked after.
The Bailey brothers, to whom I referred—
there were four of them—came from Eng-
land. They went to the groups and took up
some of this land. They happened to come
along just when the Nornalup-Denmark
railway was being built and a large number
of men were being employed, They started
a butchering establishment. Whether thev
did hutchering in England I eannot sav,
but they started there as butchers which
helped them considerably, At any rate, they
did very well and were able to maintain
their farms. Their country is only the same
as the other land about there. They have
very good farms. There is similar land he-
tween Albany and Denmark on which there
arc excellent farms, not only on the low-
Iying country but on the high country as
well. In faet, all over the lower Great
Southern there has been rapid development.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Kendenup is develop-
ing well, is it not?

Hon. . H. WITTENOOQM: Kendenup
has very good land and bad land too, but
it is developing very well indeed. There is
a good class of farmer there and perhaps
1t is one of the most prosperous settlements
in Western Australia.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: That does not
come under the group settlement sclhieme.

Hon. C. 11, WITTENOOM : No.

Hon. J. M. Mactarlane: It is run by pri-
vate enterprise,

Hon. €. H. WITTENOQOOM: Rapid de-
velopiment is taking place all over the lower
(irent Southern. Ring-barking and clearing
are being done on a large scale and cottages
are being erected all over the place. One of
the best indications of progress is the mnech
larger quantity of superphosphate being
used. That is always an indieation of
progress in any part of the State. Thouzh
it has uothing directly to do with the Gov-
ernment | hope superphosphate works will
be erected at Albany. I have no doubt that
in the near future a tremendous amount of

superphosphate is going to be used in those
districts. More and more is heing used every
vear. Naturally if there were superphos-
phate works there it would be cheaper for
the farmers. Not only that bat it would alse
assist the Government because it would be
possible to send superphosphate away in the
trueks which take down the wheat and now
return empty, Although I said that this
matter did not direetly interest the Gov-
ernment, indireetly the Government are
interested hecause any company establishing
superphosphate works would have to get the
land from fhe Government and the Govern-
ment will have to provide the site. Fortn-
nately that will not be very difficult. It will
mean that a eertain amount of reclamation
work will have to be done. The site is there
but it wounld have to be partly reclaimed. Tt
would have to be chosen in eonjunetion with
a site tfor wharves which will have to be pro-
vided as time goes on, There are no
engineering problems; no silting. Dredging
was done many years ago and the depth of
water is the same as when the dredges left.
Il is a ecase now of dredging the material
from one place and taking it to build up a
wharf in another place. The old jetties have
served their purpose. They now cost a lot
for repairs and maintenance and should be
done away with altogether. This reclama-
tion work would mean an advancement in
the southern part of the State. I wish to
make a fow remarks in connection with the
freezing works. When the works were
started the Government gave somne assistanee
very promptly, and this has meant that the
works have had a very snecessful initial year.
Romething like 35,000 lambs and 150 pigs
went through these works and were exported
tfrom the State. T have been asked bv the
managing director of the works to express
ereat appreciation for the way in which the
Transport Board have met us. They have
helped us in every way possible to push on
the incdustry. They met us in everv way
possible last year, and appear to be doing
the same this year. They agreed to do almost
evervthing which has heen asked of them but
of course, only reasonable requests have been
made. The same thing may be said of the
Railways. We have no complaint whatever
with regard to the Railways. They have
carefully handled all the stock brought from
the farms, The methods of transport bhave
suited us down to the ground, and that is
supported by eomments received from Lon-
don in connection with the state of the lambs
reaching the market there. They have shown
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evidenee of caveful treatment in transit as
well as proper treatment at the works. 1
hope the assoeiation between the Alhany
Freezing Works and the Transport Board,
and the Freezing Works and the Railways
will operate as well in the future as it has
in the past. I want briefly to refer to the
tourist trade. We are spending only about
£3,000 a year in this direetion, Kvery other
State, and conntries elsewhere spend far
more and make huge profits. T was Jooking
at some French advertisements to-day and

saw what is being done in France. People
are invited to go there and are ear-
ried about very cheaply. We shounld

be more active here, and if we cannot
induce many people to come we should give
those that do coine every oppoitunity of
seeinyg the State wherever possible. T am
very pleased to see that there will be a Bill
brought forward to deal with pastoral rents.
Many of the stations are ten times worse off
this year than they were last year, so it is
hoped that rents will not be charged this
year as from the 1st January to the end of
June. With regard to the Municipal Cor-
porations Bill T hope there will he a con-
tinuation of the debate from where it was
left last year. I support the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[5132]: T wish to support the motion and 1
shall be only too pleased to give eredit to
the Government wherever it is due. We in
Australia had a marvellous opportunity of
listening-in to the ceremony of the crown-
ing of owr Xing and Queen. I sin-
cerely hope that His Majesty will be spared
for many vears to rcign over the British
Empire and that his reign will be peaceful,
although at the present moment the war
cloud is hovering over us and we do not
know from day to day what is going to hap-
pen. 1 was pleased to see that the splendid
contingent of Australian soldiers who repre-
sented Australia at the Coronation had re-
turned safely. I was impressed when watclh-
ing them march through the city of Perth
by the great disability Western Australia is
suffering through the abolition of our eom-
pulsory training of youth. Had that sys-
tem been maintained we would to-day have
thonsands of men trained for our own de-
fenee in Australia. A trained man is in time
of war a most necessary adjunet for the
protection of our continent.

Hon, C. B. Williams: Did we have them
in the last great war?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE:
have them.

Hon. C. B. Williams: What sort of a
job did they de?

Hon. H. V., PIESSE: A very good one,
and they will still do it, but had compulsory
training been in operation we would have
had 500,000 men trained to-day. Surely a
trained man is most helpful in time of de-
fencee,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Explain what you
mean by trained men,

Hon. 1. V., PIESSE: I had an early
training in the military when I was 15 or
16 years of age, and I realise now what a
great advanfage to me that training was.
One vealises the value of such a training
when he himself has to impart the knowledge
to others in the eourse of the making of a
standing  army. The Lieut.-Governor's
Apeech is a reflex of past Governmental
work, and it also alludes to the Bills it is
intended to introduce. I feel that 1 should
congralulate the Licut.-Governor for the
mamiter in which he travels around various
parts of this State.  We in the country
appreciate his many visits, and the valuable
information that he is always prepared to
give us. We are fortunate indeed in hav-
ing such a gentleman to represent our King.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Does that mean
that you are in favour of Awsiralians being
appointed as Governors?

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: As Licut.-Gover-
nors, ves. Members will agree with me when
I say how s=orry we were to learn of the
passing of Mr. A, MeCallum, Chairman of
the Agricultural Bank Trustees. The late
Mr. MeCallum had rendered exceptionally
good serviee to Western Australia, and
whilst perhaps many of us did not sec eve
to eve with him in political matters, we ail
gave him eredit for the splendid work he
did in the serviee of Western Australia.
Unfortunately he did not get the opportu-
nity to really prove his ability while he
oceupied his Agrienltural Bank position, but
I am sure had he been spared his adminis-
trative talent would have made itself felt at
that institution. Our sympathy goes out to
his widow and family. The Agricultural
Bank Aet has been in foree for two vyears,
and there are many amendments desired by
farmers, T do not intend at this stage to
refer to those amendments, because at a
later stage I hope we shall have the eppor-
tunity of dealing with a Bill that has been
introduced in another place. One matter 1

No, we did not
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notice with pleasnre is the sale of aban-
doned farms that are being effected through
the agency of a well known firm in this
State.  The Agricultural Bank Commis-
sioners in their wisdom appointed the firm
of Goldsbrough Mort and Co. as the selling
agents for the farms. When I first read
of the appointment I thought it was giving
too gre:at a monopoly to one firm, but when
one notes the successful resunlts of that
firm’s work, it must be conceded that the
right thing has been dome in placing the
sale of the abandoned farms in the hands
of one firm only. Goldsbrongh Mort and
Co. arve widely known throughout Australia,
and they have agencies everywhere, They
are an bonourable firm, and have stood the
test of time, and fo Western Australia now
they are rendering good service in disposing
of quite a number of abandoned farms. [
should like to quote the figures of the crop
averages in the wheat-growing States of
Australia to show members how favourably
we stand. Taking the years from 1925 to
1935-—ten seasons—the average of New
South Wales was 12.60 bushels, Vietoria
11.83 bushels, South Australia 9.44 bushels,
and Western Australia 11.62 bushels. The
Australian average was 11.48 buoshels over
that period. Tn the same ten years New
Sourh Wales” average production was
14,700,000 bushels, Victoria’s 38,600,000
bushels, South Auvstralia’s 32,600,000 bushels,
and Western Australia’s 36,000,000 bushels.
The point 1 wish to make is that one-fourth
of the wheat grown in Australia is produced
by Woestern Australia with the very small
population that we have being one-fifteenth
of Australia’s total. There is no doubt
about it that our farming land here will still
hold its own in price compared with that of
the Eastern States. During iast scason there
was a Heso tour through the agrieultural
distriets of this State, and of the members
who compeosed the party 50 per cent. were
practical farmers and graziers from Vie-
torin. I had the pleasure of travelling
through Western Australia with that party,
and the concensus of opinion expressed be-
fore the members of the party left for the
Eastern States was contained in a letter the
president of the visiting Resonians wrote to
the “YWest Ausiralian” newspaper. It was
that the land in Western Australia in com-
parison with the carrying capacity of the
Jand in the Eastern States was at least 25
per eent. c¢heaper than the priee at which
land in other paris of Australia could be

bought. Only a few weecks ago I received
g letter from a man in Queensland who asked
me to furnish bim with an idea of the value
of land in this State tbat would ecarry a
sheep to the acre, Most of us are aware
that between £5 and £6 per aere, is the value
set out in this State.
Hon. L. Craig: Too high.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: It may be high, but
any practieal farmer who saw land that
would earry onme sheep to the aere would
not admit that between £5 and £6 was too
high. We ean show to visitors land that
we have worth 30s. an acre that will earry
one sheep to two aeres. That means that
for £3 you would have the value of the
carrying capacity for one sheep. We can
to-duy offer great value to the sons of Eas-
tern States farmers, and 1 feel confident
that the selling agency we are now employ-
ing on the work of disposing of our aban-
doned farms will be suceessful in that
direction.

Hon. C. B. Williams: In other words, the
sons of our own farmerz do noi want {o
gou on the land.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE : If the hon. member
read the papers, he would koow that to-
day we have not sufficient population to
ahsorb all the land that we should like lo
settle.

Hon. €. B, Williams: Our farmers’ sons
are working on the mines.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Because the aver-
age farmer cannot afford to pay them
wages suffieient to induce them to remain
on the land.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Did not the Gov-
ernment of this country afford them every
faeility to go on the land?

Hon. H, V. PIESSE: Yes, they are
offered every inducement to take up land.
They are required to pay only 10 per cent.
in ecash, and no payment is expected of
them for five years, and the interest rate
is 5 per cent. If the hon. member knows
of voung men on the goldfields who want
to take up land, he can assist them to do
so. My colleagne, Mr. Wittenoom, has
told members all about group settlement,
partieularly in the Denmark area, but I
shonld like to add something te his re-
marks because T have had the opportunity
during the recess of visiting many group
farms. T know one man to whom he re-
ferred who is producing only a small
amount of butter fat, and unless more
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money is provided to enable him to top-
dress, he will not be able to carry on.
There are definite instances in the Denmark
@area where different groups have been
joined, but unless further assistance is ren-
dered, there cannot possibly be reasonable
production. After my last visit to Den-
mark, I took the opportunity of writing
to onec of the successful settlers in that
district, and I should like to read to the
House a letter that he wrote to me in reply
te my communication. It is as follows:—

You say it is the policy of the Bank not
to be unduly harsh and push men oft the land.
Sueh may be the ease, hut from what T can
see, men are heing deliberately starved off
their holdings. T can pgive you proof that
while actmal cvictions are not common, there
are many cages of tiic ground being cut from
under the gettlers’ feet so that they are com-
pelled to leave. Do you realise that out of
200 group holdings, there are probably only
70 occupied to-day? The Bauk in its poliey
of getting interest has linked blocks together,
fondly imagining that the greater area will
produce more revenue per man, hut overlooking
the fact that the average settler has not the
physical and financial resources to work
a hig farm. Henee the district has been
dennded of familics, who probably are now
adding to the difficulties of the providers of
work in the city, and who are probably now on
sustenanee. There is leas produetion per acre.
Gangs of sustenance men are being maintained
in cleaning up blocks whieh would never have
been allowed to go back if the setilers had
been unmolestcd. Frankly, T have no faith in
consulfations with officinls; if they have anv
qualifications they are denied scope for their
knowledge. Two years ago settlers were op-
timistic and progressive, and were producing
more butter and pigs. Now the blight of in-
terest has destroyed the optimism, and the de-
liberate action of the Bank in putting the
settlers in arrears on the new valuations effee-
tively stopped progress and placed fetters on
the gettlers indefinitely. T am of the opinion
that the valuations gencrally were reasonable,
but the farms were not going concerns eap-
able of paying working expenses and interest
on capital, The Bank’s insistenee on interest
created an impossible situation, but the set-
tlerg, like the Israclites, are expected te make
bricka without straw, It seems to be always
overiooked in this country that sueecess cannot
be forced—to achieve in one generation what
has taken two or three generations in other
places ia a formidable task. Intelligence and
not dragooming should have been the poliey
of the Bank,

That letter is from a man who has earried
on successfully in the Denmark distriet.
There is no doubt that alterations will have
to be made, and a more sympathetic atti-
tude adopted by the Bank Commissioners

in the treatment of the group settlers,
During the bush fire period last year, the
(iovernment went to the aid of the settlers
concerned, and I eongratulate them upon
the steps they took. The publie, through
the gonod offices of the ¢ West Australian,”’
were marvellous in respect to the money
they subscribed for those who had suffered
such seripus losses. IExcellent work was
done not only by the Palice Department
but by the settlers themselves, the susten-
ance men, and everyone ¢lse, who rallied
to the assistanee of those uwnfortunate sef-
tlers who had their homes burnt, had lost
s0 many head of stock, and so much of
their feed for the remaiming stock. Al-
though the fire was a serious one, I feel
sure that good results will be ohtained
later from the properties that were bhurnt.
I am not an expert in group settloment
fayming, but I have given a lot of thonght
to the question. I have also listened to
what practical men have had to say. I
have come to the conelusion that a hoard
should he appointed, consisting of loeal
men, who should be given full control by
the Bank. These men wounld reside in the
distriet and should control the work. It
would not then be long before those sci-
tlers who received helpfnl advice and sym-
pathetie treatment wounld beecome some of
onr hest producers. I wish now to touch
upon the port of Albany. I do not believe
in praising one port to the detriment of
another. Therve has been a controversy
embracing the ports of Bunbury and Al-
bany, but I am of opinien that every
port shonld be allowed to handle all those
commodities that are produced in its own
parvticular hinterland. I hope the Govern-
men{ will consider the advisability of
erecting a wharf at Albany, and dredging
portion of the foreshore in order to pro-
vide more serviceable eonditions. There
is no doubt that superphosphate works will
he erected at Albany in the not distant
future. There has been great improvement
in our grazing country and production has
developed to a great extent. We have our
freezing works and the fat lamb trade.
(ther resoutces are also being developed
so much that the time must soon come
when we shall bave our own superphos-
phate works.

Hon. G- W, Miles: You must have them.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: When I was at the
Primary DProducers” Conference recontly, T
heard one delegate say there was suffieient
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produetion from our existing superphos-
phate works without establishing any more.
Already we have many factories that ave
engaged in much the same kind of produe-
tion. Take the flour-milling industry.
Thomas & Co.’s mill in Northam conld, work-
ing three shifts constantly, produce sufficient
flour with whieh to feed the people of West-
ern Anstralin; notwithstanding which we
have numerous other flour mills al:o in
operation. 1t is only by competition that we
can get the most effective method of produc-
tion. With our great grazing capabhilities
and rainfall in the Great Southern, we must
have superphosphate works hefore long.
This would mean a saving in freight charges,
and provide back-loading for the railways.
In the Albany zone we are unfortunate in
that a good deal of the hinterland does not
come into that particular zone. T would in-
stance l.ake Grace and the sarrounding dis-
tricts, the production from which districts
should go to Albany. We are awaiting the re-
sult of the deputation that will shortly ask the
Government to give ns bulk handling faeilities
at Albany. The growers of the Dumbleyung
and Borden districts are very heavy pro-
dueers, and they should have the same bene-
fits as are veceived by other wheatgrowers in
Western Australia. Tt has heen said that un-
less these facilities are provided at Albany,
on the present jetty system it will he impos-
sible fo handle wheat in bulk. I think abount
80 per cent. of the wheat that is exported
from Atbany is shipped in bulk, because
the bags are eut and the contents tipped into
the hold. Surely the same facilities as are
given at Fremantle should be given at
Albany. These should be provided so that
ounr wheatgrowers in the Albany zone may
he put on the same footing ag their col-
leagues in other parts of the State. I wish
particularly to refer to the aetivities of Mr.
Vaughan, who was a Government official for
many years. He has rendered great service
to the district by proving the botflebrush
country. His experiments have been exceed-
ingly helpful all round. Then we have Mr.
Henning, who in the last four or five
vears has proved that half-a-erown land ean
be hronght to great profit. His first draughi
of fat lambs is now being sent to the freez-
ing works, as a result of four or five years
of coneentrated work on land that was
looked upon as worthless.

The Chief Secretary: What did it cost him
per acre to clear the land?

Hon, H, V. PIESSE: Usually, when he
closed his office in the afternoon, he would

2o and work on the property, and bad only
the assistance of one man to bring that area
into profit. I read in the paper that people
are going from the wheat areas to the
Albany distriet to take up this class of
eountry. There 1s no doubt that in the area
extending from DBunbory to Albany and
Bremer Bay a tremendous population will
be setiled in time to come. There is no
better country in Australia. Compared with
Vietoria, we are almost in our infaney as yet.
After the Reso tour I tvok in the Bunbury
and Bridgetown districts, I have come to the
conclusion that there is nothing better in
Australia than the area to which I have
referred.
- I:[on. L. Craig: Tell your Mr, Hill that.

Hon, H. V., PIESSE: 1Ie is a very em~
thusiastie gentleman and is giving great
gerviee as the memher for Albany. He
realises the valoe of the hinterland of which
I speak. We know it has not had the
development that has oecurred in the Bun-
bury and Bridgetown areas, but I believe:
that eventually it will be on all fours with
those areas.

Hon. J. Cornell;
rainfall.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I note that the Min~
ister for Agriculture has stated that the De-
partment of Agrienlture is going to be
reorganised. I should like to make a few
remarks concerning Dr. Sutton, who is re-
tiring in October of next year. He has given
wood service to Western Australia and has
travelled the length and breadth of the State.
As a wheat expert he is foremost in Aus-
tralia. 1 ean speak feelingly about him.
One of the most serious jobs he ever had was
te train me when I was a boy of 16. He was
the experimentalist at the Hawkesbury Col-
lege where I was a student. I have always
watched the wonderful work he has dore.

Hon. J. Nicholson: We see the good re-
sults in vou.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: When Dr. Sutton
was a young man he had an opportunity
to gain a great deal of information from
the great Australiam wheat expert, Mr.
Farrer. When the doetor left, that expert
said that New South Wales was losing one
of the greatest wheat-breeding experts in
the Commonwealth, I hope when Dr. Sut-
ton retires his services will not be lost to
Western Australia. We can ill-afford io
lose the services of such a man. Althongh
he is shortly about to retire, one has only
to look at him to see that he is still men-

You want a summer
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tally alert and very aciive. I feel sure
that he will eontinue to give valuable ser-
vice to the State. Many good men have
passed through the Agricultural Depart-
ment and have gone elsewhere. When they
have reached the top of their activities,
they have in many instances been taken
by the Eastern States, or the Federal Gov-
ernment have offered them a better salary
to induce them to leave this State. That
has been very unfortunate for Western
Australia. I remember the ease of a young
veterinary surgeon, who was in charge of
research work at Denmark. I refer to M,
Filmer. The people in the distriet were
losing cattle by the hundred. They could
not rear their calves, but owing to the work
of this officer and his colleagues a cure
for the disease was discovered. As soon
as these men are trained for our benefit,
the Commonwealth Government offer them
more money and we lose them. If the
department is going to be reorganised, such
a rearrangemenf can only he effective if
better aceommodation is provided for the
department. The present building is wholly
inadequate. No research work, such as is
required in agriculture, can be carried out
efficiently in such buildings. I have seen
the fine buildings housing the departments
in the Eastern States. The millers in Wes-
fern Australin recently spent £1,400 on
a wheat-testing machine, which was pre-
sented to the Agricultural Department.
This must prove of great advantage to our
wheatgrowers. Although the instruments
and machinery required for the research
work are being made available, the build-
ings in which the plant will be housed re-
present a disgrace to Western Australia.
Regarding rural relief afforded in Western
Australia, the members of the board in
charge of the workk have set an example
to the rest of Australia. When it is rea-
lised that 1,538 cases have been completed,
members will appreciate that the director
of the Farmers’ Debts Adjnstment Branch
is to be congratnlated upon the way the
work has been cxpedited and carried out.
The country storekeepers do not see eye
to eye with the director and his board be-
cause an average of only 5s. in the £ has
been paid to those men, who were instru-
mental to such a large degree in keeping
the settlers on the land during the periods
of depression and drought. Under the Vie-
torian legislation, 10s. 3d. in the £ has
been paid to unseenred creditors, and, in

my opinion, there are many sections in the
Victorian Aect that would make our legis-
lation more workable if they were included
in the Aet. T do not intend to pursue
that subject furtber this evening, because
I hope that the House will be given an
opportunity to discuss the question at
greater length at a subsequent stage. With
regard to the subject of orderly market-
ing, the Minister for Agricultunre (Hon.
F. J. 8. Wise) has given the potato grow-
ers of the State ground for encouragement
by informing a deputation that he in-
tended to recommend to Cabinet that cer-
tain legislation should be introduced. The
Minister is a praetical agrieulturist, and
therefore we will await the legislation with
interest. Members will be pleased to hear
that the condition of the Minister, who met
with an accident in Brisbane while on a
visit there to discuss rescarch develop-
ments affecting agrieulture, is steadily im-
proving. Orderly marketing represents an
important and essential faetor, particularly
with regard to the potato grower and the
dairvman. Carefully considered legislation
is refuired in crder to assist those two in-
dustries to be placed on a more profitable
basis. It will interest members to note
the average production of potatoes per acre
in Australia during the decade from 1923
to 1935. The preduction per aere in tons
for the several States was as follows:—

Tons per acre.

New South Wales 2.09
Victoria .. 2.56
Queensland 1.569
South Australia 3.76
Western Australia .. 4.1
Tasmania .. .. .. 2,54
Federal Territory 1.83

The fact that the Austrslian average is 2.52
tons per acre leaves no shadow of doubt that
the Western Australian produetion over that
period of ten years has been distinetly above
the average, which it has exceeded by 1.59
tons per acre. It is also interesting to note
that the production in this State was 1.49
tons per aere greater than that of Tasmania,
although the latter State is fo-day the
greatest Australian producer of potatoes,
hoth in value and quantity, while the quality
of its article is undoubtedly high. The last-
mentioned consideration is doubtless ocea-
sioned by the variety of the potatoes that
are grown. In addition, the Tasmanian
people do not hesitate to spend money
in marketing their product in both Vie-
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toria and New South Wales, while their
transport facilities are so expeditions that
the potatoes are put on board one day and
are delivered the next day in New Sounth
Wales or Victoria. The handling is carried
out expertly,

Hon. L. Craig: That is all voluntary work.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I agree that it is so,
but the point I want to make is that West-
ern Australia is certainly produeing more
potatoes per acre than any other State in
the Commonwealth., When Mr. Fraser was
addressing the House, he stated that the
Labour Government represented the only
Adminisiration that had ever provided a
water scheme in Western Anstralia. No
doubt the honourable member was too young
to remember Lord Forrest when he provided
the Coolgardie water scheme, nor does he re-
collect that sinee those days many other such
schemes bave been assisted by Governments.
Mr. Fraser also referred to the Bill that is
to be placed before Parlinment this session
dealing with State insurance. That measure
will be most important not so much from the
standpoint of legalizsing the State Insurance
Office as from that of third party insurance.
I stress the latter phase in view of the fact
that yesterday’s “West Australian” con-
tained two colomns dealing with motor ac-
cidents that had ocecurred throughout Aus-
tralia during the week-end. Surely we should
commence to deal with that matter by means
of regulations under the Traffic Aet rather
than tend always to blame the insurance side
of the problem. I am a firm believer in the
third party risk insurance. It has been stated
that the higher premiums heing charged re-
speeting motor cars will debar people from
taking out insurance policies. It should be
remembered that for a very small amount
the car owner is able to take out a policy
to cover the third party risk. The regulations
under the Traffic Aet require careful atten-
tion, and the Government should see to it
that the law is more strictly enforced.
On Saturday last I was driving along
a road outside Katanning, and passed
the amhulance van, which had had to make
three trips on account of eight people having
been injured, one fatally, when the car in
which they were travelling encountered an-
other that was driven along a oross road. In
that instance, the life of one person was lost,
and seven others had to be taken to the
Katanning Hospital merely beeause, appar-
ently, of the careless driving of another in-
dividual who did not observe the regulations.
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Hon. (. W. Miles: Why not have com-
pulsory third party insurance?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: That is one matter
to be considered. Last year, when I spoke
doring  the Address-in-reply debate, I
claimed that governors should be attached
to all motor cars in order to control the
speed. My remarks were ridiculed in some
¢uarters, but I have practised what I
preached. I still have a governor installed in
my car, and I can set the pace at anything
from 20 to 70 miles per hour.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Do you keep it
fixed at 70 miles per hour?

Hon, H, V. PIESSE: I keep it down to
45 miles an hour, and I cannot exceed that
speed, becanse the governor prevents my
doing so.

Hbn. G. W. Miles: And that is too fast.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: Quite right, but
still T think that is a phase that should re-
ceive the consideration of the Government.
If at all practicable, I would like to see the
inslalling of governors in motor vehicles
made compulsory. )

Hon. J. Cornell: What is required is a
governor for some of the drivers,

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: I was pleased to
note from the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech that
a Bill will again be introduced to desl with
pastoral rents.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: It may be to in-
erease the rents.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: There ean be no
hope of doing that, During the recess I
visited Mr. Wittenoom’s station, where he
had 39,000 sheep. FHe will be lucky if he
shears 1,000 sheep this year. That gives
some indication of what station owners have
to put up with. Mr. Wittenoom decided to
feed 2,500 shecp last year. He bought the
hay at Northam and railed it to Mullewa,
from where it was transported to the sta-
tion.  During the first week of feeding
uperations, the sheep developed a disease
known as “pink-eye,” the cffeet of which is
to make the animals blind. In consequence,
Mr. Wittenoom had to erect a hospital on
the station. In that direction also he suf-
fered serious loss. I kpow of these condi-
tions, becanse my son happens to be a
jackaroo on the station. There will be no
shearing at that station this year. What
they will do will be to take the plant to the
water holes and shear as many as they can.
I understand it is the intenfion on Mr. Wit-
tenoom's station to keep one man to look
after the windmills, and the station will have
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to look after itself. That experience is not
singvlar; there are many such instances.
Many of the station owners have not the
necessary finanee with which to meet their
rents, quite apart from earrying on the sta-
tion routine. I am pleased to note from the
Bpeech that the Municipalities Act is to be
‘reviewed during the session, and that is a
task long overdue. Some time ago I at-
tended a road board conference in my dis-
triet, and the chairmau veported that the
Minister for Lands had promised that a
elause would be inelnded in the projected
lepislation to permit the formation of bush
Bire brigades in the country districts, with
the object of protecting the feed. That is
& step in fthe right direction becanse the
damage caused by grass fires is very serious.
My mind reverts to an instance in
1925, when an irresponsible fellow in
the Woodanilling district lit a fire that
travelled through the Katanning district
and, in its progress, swept through my pro-
perty, as a result of which I had to replace
2,000 fencing posts, and lost 300 stud ewes
together with three or four haystacks. The
hoofs fell off the animals because the fire
raced along the grass under their feet, I
was only onc loser ont of many as a result
of that fire.

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker: Was the property
not insured?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: The ewes were not
insured. T had heen breeding up those stud
ewes for 20 years, and each of them was
worth from £6 to £7. I mention that faet
to emphasise that it is most essential that
provision should be made to assist in the
prevention of these fires. Some little time
ago | travelled through the Karlgarin-Hyden
districts with the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Seward). We intended driving beyond Lake
Varley. When we reached Graham Rock,
we encountered the first rains for the
season, and anyone who knows that
eountry appreciates the faet that once
the rain sets in, it is foolish to attempt
to reach Lake Vatlee by motor ecar.
Bat what struek me was this: we tried to
send messages forward telling the people
that we could not possibly be there to
appointment, but I was surprised to
learn that there was no telephone line in
the distriet. Surely the State Government
could bring help to those settlers by way
of inducing the Federal Government to
provide felephonic communieation in that

back country. If telephones were provided,
they would be very helpful in cases of
sickness. Those people down there were
promised a railway when they took up
their blocks, but they have very scant eon-
munication in all respeets. They are a
splendid body of people; you seldom lear
them complain, and when one goes amongst
thent they make one very weleome. I do
hope the Chief Secretary will bring his in-
fluence to bear in an endeavour to have
telephonic eommunication provided for
those people. When we travel over our
roads in Western Australia we fully realise
the efficiency of the Main Roads Depart-
ment. Unfortunately the Engineer-in-Chief,
now approaching the statutory age limit,
will be retiring at an early date. Mr. Tin-
dale has given splendid service. In most
instances the labour used has been susten-
ance labour, and members will appreciate
that there is not always the same incentive
for sustenance labour to work well as there
is for normal labour. However, I consider
that splendid work has been got out of
those men and that it will stay there for
many vears as a monument to the excel-
lence of those workers. It is easy to say
that one can do anything with money, but
unless good supervision and careful engin-
eering were cartied out, the result would
not be satisfactory, even if money were
shovelled into the roads. All our main
roads, and indeed our subsidiary roads car-
ried out by the roads department in vari-
ous distriets, are of great eredit to those
responsible. T should like to pay a tribute
to our loeal authorities. They have ren-
dered splendid service to Western Austra-
lia. For the most part they meet monthly,
and they are good advisers both to Parlia-
ment and to the Government, keeping ths
Government and Parliament awake to the
necescities required in various distriets.
All this work is earried out in an honorary
capacity. Now one other poirt and I have
finished : T do hope that the Government will
not reduce the fox subsidy. There have
been instances in which people have said
that it should be wiped out, but I hold with
the vast majority that it should be in-
creased, nay doubled. Money, of course,
is required for this purpose, and it has
been suggested that £30,000 or £40,000
should be taken out of the land tax,

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: And out of the
trolley buses.
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Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes. This question
of inereasing the subsidy must be carefully
considered by the Government, because we
eannot allow the fox menace to continue.
Already the pest is doing a great deal of
damage. Then we have the native dog
bonus. I have been told that those dogs
are increasing tenfold because of the very
smal! price that is paid for their scalps.
I will support the motion for the adopfion
of the Addvess-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. H. 8. W. Parker,

debate adjourned.

House adjonrned at 6.3 pm.

Aegislative Assembly,
Tuesday, 17th August, 1937,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL EBANK,
REVERTED PROPERTIES.

Mr. WATTS asked the DMinister for
Lands: 1, Ts the prospective purchager from
the Agricultural Bank of a reverted pro-
perty provided with the mortgage docn-
ment at the time when he enters into the
contract of sale? 2, If not, does the con-
trart of sale specify the interest and other
conditions? 3, If not, is the purchaser sup-
plied with information as to the probability
of variation in the rate of interest, or in the
conditions of the mortgage, and if so, at
what stage in the negotiations?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1. No. 2, Specifies usual conditions only. 3,
Full information is available on inquiry.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fifth Day.
Debate vesnmed from 12th Angust.

MR. NULSEN (Kanowna) [4.37): I
eongratulate the Premier upon his safe re-
turn from BEngland and upon the fact that
he is looking so well. Undoubtedly the trip
has done him a great deal of good, If would
be better for evervone concerned if many
of our leaders were to make these frips.
They are very educational. Those who go
abrond sce difierent systems and come into
contact with people of a different
psyehology. T regret the Premier had not
time in which {o visit foreign countries such
as Germany, Russia, Italy, Awmeriea and so
on. I was also sorry to learn from the news-
paper of the accident which hefell the Min-
ister for Agricutture. I feel sure he would he
more hurt by reason of being unable to carry
out his duties than from the iujuries he re-
ceived, as he is a very hard worker and
very siueere in all that he does. I was glad
the member for Rochourne (Mr. Rodoreda)
struck a new note, We hear so much that
is merely traditional, and we are glad when
somebody steps out in a new path, although
we may not always agree with what is said.
The hon. member certainly opencd up a new
track., I have said before 1 would like to
see the Address-in-reply eut out altogether,
but, after giving the matler further consid-
eration, I feel it would perhaps be better if
the doration of speeches were limited to
20 minutes. It is necessary that some time
should be devoted to private members' busi-
ness, and it is also neceszary that too muel
time should not be devoted to that purpose.
The Leader of the Opposition made many
allegations against the Government. T sup-
pose it is his job to do that. The Premier,
however, in a very truthful and logical man-
ner replied effectively to those allegations.
Although when members criticise the Gov-
ernment they do not always say those things
that are absolutely correci, nevertheless it
is sometimes necessary for opposition to be
offered so that the Government may have
a chance to reply. I have much for which
{o thank the Government, and I appreciate
what they have done in my electoraie, the
largest electnrate in the State. Many other
things, however, have not vet been done.
That may be put down to the faet that
money is not available to do everything
that everry member requires. The water



